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The Meiji Restoration of 1868 is most often seen as a glorious event marking the overthrow of
Tokugawa feudalism and the beginning of Japan's modern transformation. Yet it had its dark
side. The Aizu domain in northeastern Japan had staunchly supported the old regime. For this it
was attacked by the new government's forces from Choshu and Satsuma in the autumn of 1868.
Its castle town was burned to the ground, and during a month-long siege, whole families
perished. After defeat, the domain was abolished and its samurai population exiled to barren
terrain in the far north.Shiba Goro was born into an Aizu samurai family in 1859. He was just ten
years old at the time of the attack, which claimed most of his family. In the cruel world of exile, he
lived with his father on the edge of starvation, struggling to survive. Eventually making his way to
Tokyo, he became a servant, and though born in an enemy domain, gained entrance to a military
school of the new regime. Shiba's abilities were recognized, and he rose through the officer
ranks to become a full general - a singular distinction for an Aizu samurai in an army dominated
by former samurai of the Choshu domain.Remembering Aizu tells of Shiba's earlier years. It is an
extraordinary story that provides insights and material for a social history of the Restoration and
its aftermath. But above all, it is a vividly rendered personal account of courage and
determination, loss and remembrance.

A remarkably well-conceived text that is gripping, even suspenseful.... It has many revealing
things to say about male-female relations, parent-child ties, child-rearing practices, childhood
customs, and the importance of hierarchy, patronage, and personal contacts in nineteenth-
century Japan. ― Journal of Asian Studies[A] masterly translation....An engaging and human-
centered account of a crucial period in Japanese history. ― Monumenta NipponicaAn important
reminder that the Japanese nation-state emerged from a heterogeneous and divided region
after years of tense struggle. ― Pacific AffairsThis is a vividly told story, which provides a strong
counterpoint to the view of the period that we get from standard sources ... a smooth and very
readable translation, with a useful new introduction and additional notes ― Asian Studies
ReviewAbout the AuthorTeruko Craig is a senior lecturer emerita in Japanese at Tufts University
and associate in research at the Reischauer Institute of Japanese Studies, Harvard University.
Her previous translations include Musui's Story: The Autobiography of a Tokugawa
Samurai(1991) and the Autobiography of Shibusawa Eiichi: From Peasant to Entrepreneur
(1994).
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Timothy Miyahara, “Two Warnings: the Edition and the Moral. The Kindle edition is missing
Chapter 5. This is the eBook edition published by Pickle Partners (ASIN B00QU4BBTY).
Chapter 5 is the John Hersey follow up 40 years later telling the story of the main characters
after the original magazine article in 1946. The kindle edition does not disclose that it includes
only the 1946 magazine article text. Read a physical edition published after 1989 for a more
complete picture.*********John Hersey's "Hiroshima"After reading a note written by a German
Jesuit priest who survived the atomic bomb at Hiroshima, John Hersey located him and was
introduced to five other survivors and documented their stories. When I first read the book, I
found the story moving, shocking and disturbing. The vivid depictions of the survivors and their
struggle to live through the next few days are eye-openers. The new chapter added 40 years
later provides some closure to the story of their lives.The prose is simple yet the reader is able to
get a good grasp on events and environment. John Hersey wrote Hiroshima in a neutral tone
and style. He told interviewer Steve Rothman, "The flat style was deliberate and I still think I was
right to adopt it. A high literary manner, or a show of passion, would have brought me into the
story as a mediator. I wanted to avoid such mediation, so the reader's experience would be as
direct as possible."The issue of the magazine was prepared in great secrecy, even the clerks
and staff of The New Yorker magazine itself were not let in on the secret, and the weekly proofs
for publication were seen only by the editors. Part of the reason was the subject. While in Japan,
John Hersey could not actively seek interviewees in Hiroshima since the atomic bomb's
aftereffects were heavily censored by the U.S. Army of Occupation in 1946. Newspapers in
Japan were not allowed to mention the atomic bombs and the survivors, and even poetry
mentioning the events was illegal. Attempts by the Nippon Times to publish Hersey's article in
Japan were blocked in 1946, but copies of the book in English surreptitiously made their way to
Tokyo in 1947. It was eventually allowed to be published there in 1948.The New Yorker
magazine originally intended to serial publish the story, but made an unprecedented decision to
devote the entire issue to John Hersey's story. When the article was first published it sold out
within hours. People were hawking the magazine for up to $20 (a great sum in those days) and
the publisher was unable to fulfill Albert Einstein's order of 1000 copies.Many critics on sites like
Amazon complain Hiroshima does not give the reasons for the U.S. employing the atomic
bombs and so is anti-American. Hersey's purpose was not to delve into the argument of whether
the bombs should have been used, but to report on its effects and the stories of the survivors.
This book was originally intended as a long magazine article and it did not have the space to
cover all arguments and nuances. The debate of whether the bombs should or should not have
been used really didn't exist when Hersey wrote Hiroshima in 1946. There was no question
about using the atomic bombs. When the bombs were dropped, America and her allies were in
the midst of a total war with Japan, an embrace of death that neither belligerent was willing or
could afford to relax. The horrors and struggles of war were still fresh in everyone's minds. This



was a new horror, the face of nuclear war to which Americans were vastly ignorant until John
Hersey made the world aware.I also read complaints at Amazon that the article was unbalanced
because Hersey did not list Japan’s war crimes, especially the Nanking Massacre, or that
because of these war crimes the people of Hiroshima and Nagasaki got what they deserved.
These arguments are specious at best and immoral at worst. There can be no doubt the
Japanese military and the Japanese government were responsible for many war crimes,
perhaps even on a greater scale than Nazi Germany. The Nanking Massacre, the Bataan Death
March, the Laha Massacre, and the Sandakan Death March to list but a few. The victims of
man's inhumanity to man, whether they died in the bombing of Rotterdam, the Holocaust, the
Nanking Massacre, the Bismarck Sea incident, the Coventry Blitz, the firebombing of Dresden,
the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, or the Malmedy Massacre - few, if any, of the
victims deserved death. The people were all sons and daughters; some were husbands, wives,
brothers or sisters. Each one was a human being with a name, hopes and dreams. Each has a
story and should be respected and remembered.War is savage and brutal, but one tragedy does
not justify the next, and the killing of one prisoner or civilian does not justify the killing of
another.Every victim deserves to be remembered and have their story told.Hiroshima gives a
face to the victims of the atomic bombs. This is their story.”

Kimberly Stoneburner, “For classic. Learned a lot from this book”

Chad Oberholtzer, “A genuine, timeless classic.... In his classic book, "Hiroshima," John Hersey
simply and powerfully tells the story of six residents of Hiroshima who were dramatically and
traumatically impacted by the dropping of the atomic bomb near the end of World War II. I've
always been fascinated by World War II history and have deeply appreciated works of art like
"Band of Brothers" or "Ghost Soldiers," which help to bring humanity and complexity into our
perceptions of war, which are too often overly abstract and neatly simplistic (good guys vs. bad
guys, hopefully the good guys won). But "Hiroshima" does something even more challenging
but no less important for American readers, bringing that humanity and complexity from the
perspective of the "enemy," in this case Japanese doctors, clergy, mothers, and office workers
with no particular political or military associations.The central strength of the book is its gripping
account of the lives of these six individuals, setting the stage before the bomb was dropped,
describing the events that immediately followed the immense explosion, and following the
impact of that cataclysmic event in the ensuing months and years. In fact, a final chapter, written
40 years after the original publication of the book, gives another update for the six featured
people, four decades down the road. And, in all of this, Hersey manages to tell a powerful, vivid
story without getting preachy or political. At the end of the day, we get a sense of the
devastation, a hint of the suffering, a glimmer of the confusion, and just a faint taste of the impact
of that first atomic bomb. It's a worthy experience for anyone, from any nationality or political
persuasion.I do have one minor quibble with Hersey's approach. With only six subjects to



describe, I found it odd and unnecessarily limited in scope that two of them were physicians and
two of them were Christian clergy (though one was Catholic and one was Protestant). Had he
found a more diverse cross-section of Japanese society, I think that the main strength of the
book would have been augmented. But this critique is truly insignificant within the context of the
power of Hersey's work.Ultimately, part of my experience in appreciating this book comes from a
cultural upbringing that celebrated the United States' military might and historical successes
with an abstract triumphalist tone, failing to bother to understand the devastating effects that war
brings to all sides of any military conflict. As I've studied and learned as much military history as
I can, my perspective has thankfully become more nuanced, and I'm mindful of the dangers of
looking at an event like the bombing of Hiroshima as nothing more than a good old fashioned
Yankee whooping. "Hiroshima" helps to counter that cheap view of human worth by shedding
light on the horrors of war, from the often untold perspective of the defeated. It's true that the
victors get to write history, and I'm glad that Hersey took the brave step to make sure that the
impact on the vanquished is at least known and understood on some level. He does so without
making sweeping political implications, without suggesting that the Hiroshima bombing was
necessarily a mistake. He merely says that this event happened, that it was tragically awful for
many people, that real people suffered and died, and that we would do well to be aware of those
realities when we think back in history at war. I'd recommend the book to absolutely anyone who
can see the potential value of being stretched and challenged in that direction.”

Micky McGuinness, “A strong soft voice in the silence. Having read a number of books in the last
12 months which deal with the Japanese treatment of prisoners of war, civilians, indigenous
populations, pretty much anything and anyone that got in their way… culminating with reading
the Rape of Nanking 
  
Rape Of Nanking

  
  
I felt that I should really read something that would show some of the suffering of the ordinary
Japanese.Hershey’s book follows the lives of six individuals who survived the sheer devastation
caused by the dropping of the Atomic Bomb in Hiroshima. He manages to achieve this in such a
way that his narration is barely noticeable, it is as if the characters are telling their own story.In



this way we get to experience the horror and suffering through the eyes of the victims
themselves.This book is not about shock and gore; it is a good example of how a story told
gently and with compassion can sometimes have a far greater impact.I’d recommend it to
anyone who wants to read a good well written account of what happens to ordinary people when
nuclear and atomic bombs are used on them.Those people who are looking for a history of the
Manhattan Project or for information on the war in the Pacific will not find it here… but that was
not the book Hershey was trying to write…”

Officer Dibble, “The balancing act. A momentous piece of journalism exposing the effects of
nuclear weapons ably reviewed by others.Yet isn't it dreadful how decades of exposure to media
bias can introduce cynicism even to a piece such as this? Looking back at Mr Hersey's work, it
would be difficult to create a more 'deserving' cross-section of survivors to a Western audience
in 1946. Two medics (one from the neutral Red Cross hospital), a Reverend (with pre-war friends
in the USA), a war widow struggling with three small children (whose soldier husband died in the
fall of Singapore and therefore less associated with later wartime atrocities), a Jesuit priest (one
of literally a handful of Westerners in the city), a young female clerk whose father does war work
('making rubber ear plugs for gun crew' ; surely the most non-controversial 'war work' ever
devised?).Mr Hersey's compelling book describes the appalling impact on many others,
including soldiers, yet his selection of the key dramatis personae is interesting. If you haven't
read it, you should.”

Steve, “perhaps it is time to revisit the tragedy of Hiroshima. This is a clever little book which
draws people into the lives of 6 people who, by varying degrees of luck, survived America's first
A bomb strike. What seems to me quite remarkable is the extent to which the Japanese
accepted their situation with a stoicism hard to imagine today. The only reservation that I have is
that the survivors are drawn from a small pool, linked by religion, medicine and acquaintance.
One or two individuals from outside this circle would have given more balance, I think.
Nevertheless, it manages to convey in simple everyday terms, without histrionics, the terrible
impact of one bomb upon the lives of thousands of innocent people.”

Sally, “A very good eye opener to the real life atrocities of the .... A very good eye opener to the
real life atrocities of the atomic bomb falling over Hiroshima from the eyes of 6 survivors. This
gives the book a lot of credibility and made me live this catastrophe as though I was a fly on the
wall of one of the destroyed buildings. Very good writing style that is more concerned about
conveying the truth above all. A recommended read if one is interested to know about the human
aspect of this man-made disaster rather than the political analysis of it.”

The book by Madeleine Korbel Albright has a rating of 5 out of 4.6. 12 people have provided
feedback.
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